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^\ GREEABLY to the recommendation 
XA. of Convention, held in this city 
laft year, a number of Delegates, from the 
feveral Abolition Societies in the United 
States, affembled, this day^ at the City Hall, 
when, by the credentials produced, it ap«- 
pearedj that the'' following perfons had been 
chofen to reprefent their refpeclive Societies 
in this iHonvention: 

ConneFticut Society. 

Jonathan Edwards, 
Uriah Tracy,, 
Zephaniah Swift. 

New 



NeW'-Vork Society, 

John Murray, junior^ 
William Johnfon, 
Lawrence Embree^ 
/William Dunlap, 
"William Walton Woplfey. 

Pennfylvania Society » 

William Rawie, 
Robert Patterfon^ 
Benjamin Rufli, 
Samuel Coates, 
Cafpar Wiftar, 
James Todd, 
Benjamin Say* 

Delaivare Society, 

Richard Baffett^ 
John Ralfton^ 
Allen M'Lane, 
Caleb Boyero 

Wilmington Society (Jlate of Delaware. j 

Gyrus New! in. 



James A, Byard. 
Jofeph Warner^ 
William Poole* 



Maryland Society > 

Samuel Sterett5 
Adr.m Fonerdon^ 
Jofeph Townferjid 



ofeph 



Jofejph Tho^r^k^yg^j 
George Buch^iia^l^ J- 
John Bankfoa, 
Philip Moore. 

Chejier-iown, Society (Jlate of M^r^lmi-) 
Edward Scott J 
James Houftoii* 

Of whom the following appeared ^nd took 
th^r feats, vi%* 

Joixathaa lEldwardGj 
IJriah Tracy, 
Zephaniah Swift^ 
William Johnfou^ 
Lawrence Embree, 
William Dunlap, 
William Walton Woolfey, 
William Rawle^ 
Robert Patterfon, 
Benjamin. Ruih^ 
Samuel CoateSj 
Gafpar Wiftar, 
. James Todd^ 
Benjamin Say. 
Richard Baffett, 
Caleb Boyer, 
Cyrus- NewHo^ 
|ofeph Warner^ 
Samuel Ster^tt, 
Jofeph Townfend, • 
JofepK Thombufgh, 

John 



John Bankfon, 
Philip Moore, ' 
Edward Scott, 
James Houfton, 

The Convention proceeded to the eledion 
of a Prefident, and, on counting the ballots. 
Jit appeared, that Benjamin Rufli was duly 
elected, 

Walter Franklin, one of the Secretaries 
pf the Pennfylvania Abolition Society^ %as 
|appoirited Secretary, and Jofeph Fry, Door- 
keeper. 

Agreed, That all queftions, * which ihali 
eome before this Convention, be decided by 
a majority of the votes of the members pre- 
fent, and that every motion, when fecondedy 
fliall, if required by the Prefident, or any, 
member, be reduced to writing. 

The addrefs, from the kft Convention, to 
the different Abolition Societies in the United 
t States, was then read; after which, feveral 
I written and verbal communications were 
- made« 

t Jonathan Edwards, "William Dunlap, Cat 
tpar Wiftar, Cyrus Newlin, Caleb Boy^r, 
iPhilip Moore, and James Koufton, were 
■appointed a committee to coofider of, and 
report, the objects proper for the attention 
of this Convention, and the moft fuitable 
means of attaining the fame* 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered, Thiit the Jeveral - cominunica- 
tions, made this evenings be referred to the 
above committee, and that the members of the 
Convention be requefted to impart to them 
fuch information as they may poffefe, relative 
to the obj eft of their appointment. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at fivie 
o^clock. 

January 8tb, 1795. ; 

The Convention met. 

Prefent— Jonathan Edwards, Uriah Tracy, 
Zephaniah Swift^ William Johnfon, LawrenGei 
Embree, William Dunlap, William Waltoa 
Woolfey, William Rawle, Robert Patterfoii, 

Samuel Coates, Cafpar Wiftar, James Todd, 
Benjamin Say, Richard Baffett, Caleb Boyer, 
Cyrus Newlin, Jofeph Warner, Jofeph Town- 
fend, Jofeph Thornburgh, John Bankfori'_ 
Philip Moore, Edward Scott, James Houftonl 

The Prefident being abfent, Uriah Tracy 

was appointed to prefide for the eveoino:. 

An extract, from the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of a general meeting of the New 
Jerfey Abolition Society, was read, by which 
it appeared, that Jofeph Sloomfield, William; 
Coxe, junior^ James Sloan, John Wiftar, 
and Franklin Davenport, were eleded to 
reprefent that Society in this Conventidn, 
of whom, William Coxe, jmiior,. James 
Sloan, and Franklin Davenport, appeared 

tnnlr irl^f>'^ r> n--. 



atf thdiaft meet- 
s' nd^ beiag prepared to make a fiBal report. 



from the New" 
J^ey Scicie^i "^ere prefente4 by their Be-^ 
legates, and referred to the faid committee. 

Ad|ourhed Hirto at five 

o'clock* 

The Convention met 

Prefent-— Jonathan Edwards^ Uriah Tracyj^' 
Zephaniah Swift, William Johnfonj Lawrencer 
Embree, William Dunlap, Wiliiam Walton^ 
Woolley.^ William Coxe, junior, James Sloan, 

Franklin Bavenport, Wiliiam Rawle, Robert- 
Paiterfon, Benjamin Rufh, Samuel CoateSs 



Gafpar Wiftar, James Todd, Benjamin ciay^ 
Pachard Baffett^ Caleb Boyer, Gyrus Newlin, 
Jofeph Warner, Samuel Sterett, JofephTown- 
fend, Jofeph Thorhburghs, John Bankfon, 
Philip Moore, Edward Scott, James Hoiiftonc 

A letter, from the Pfefident of the Provi- 
dence Abolition Society, was read; by which 

it appeared^ that Theodore Fofter and George- 
; Benfon were appointed to reprefeiit that Sq^ 
ciety in this Convention. 

A letter, from the Wafblagtoa Abolition 
/; Society in Pennfylvaaia, was, alfo, read, 
r notifying the appointment of Thomas Scott, 



Abfalom Baird, ^ad Samuel Clark, as Repire^ 
fentatifes of the laiS Sp^^ietyy^^ 
yeation«. ■ ■ ' 

The Secretary was direded to inform fmh 
of thofe gentlemen as are now in tEis city, | 
of the receipt and purport of the above 

lettv.rS* ■ -^'i^- i'J:'. '■ 

The Convention being inform^4»; t^ 
abfence of Jofeph Bloomfield5X)f New Jerfey, 
was occafioned by ficknefs,^ mention thereof 
was ordered to be made on the Minutes, w 

The committee, appointed to conndeFii2»f^ 
and report, the objeSs proper for the. GO^fi-. 
deration of the Convention, and the^moft 
fuitable means of attaining the fame, nla^e 
report, which, after amendment, was adopts 
as follows, viz. 

Firfl^ That an addrefs be made, by thi^ 
Goaventiorij to the feveral Abolition Societies 
in the United States^ recommending to thern^ 
to fend Deputies to a Convention, fimilar to 
the prefent, to be holden in Philadelphia the 
firft day of Tanuaryj in the y ear 1 796 ; alfd^ 
that it be recommended to thofe Societies^ 
who have not fent, to this Convention, com- 
plete copies of the laws of their feveral ftates, 
relative to flavery, to fend, to the next 
Convention, copies of all liidi laws., both 
thofe which are now in force, and thofe 
which have been repealed; and to fend^^ to' 
l^he nextj and. every fucceeding^ Conventiosxs 

B an 



to acclifkte im of tneir officers for tlie tini^ 
"being, together with an account of the place 
of their abode, and of the offices, ciVil^ 
"iMIillry, or ecclefiaftic, which they rnay 
fliftain^r with the number of members of 
W coofift: that it be further recom- 

mended^ to the feveral Societies, to fend^ 
annuaiiy, to the Convention, an accurate lift 
of all thofe perfons who have been relieved 
and liberated by their agency ; and, alfo, an 
accoutit of fuch trials and decilions of courts, 
the general knowledge of which they ihall 
judge fubfervient to the caTife of abolition: 
that it be recommended to the feveral Socie-^ 
fes, to inftitute public periodical difcourfes,^ 
or orations, on the fubject of flavery, and 
the means of its abolition; alfo, to continue^ 
Without remiffion, and in fuch ways as they 
fcail, refped:ively, judge moft likely to be 
fuccefsful, their exertions to procare an ame- 
' lioration of the laws of their refpeSive ftates^ 
relative to the Blacks; and, at the fame timey 
^to give particular attention to the education 
' of the black children; and, as ao hiftorica! 
' ir^view of the legiflative provifions, relative 
to flavery, in the feveral ffates of the Union^ 
from then* refpedive fettlements to the pre- 
' 'Xent time, would be conducive to the eeneral 
|>enefit,'~--that it be further recommended, to 
the feveral Abolition Societies, to take mea- 
fures for procuring the materials, and pro- 
moting the publication, of fuch a work; and 

that 



that a comi^iunication of ti^€ fteps takeiij iot 
purfuance of this recommendation^ be to4^ 
to the enfuing Convention, 

tScCO/2 That the Convention take into 
confi^eration the cafe of thofe perfons, whOj, 
having been made free the repubiic of 
France, are ftill hold en in flavery hj t^iQ% 
^ho have emigrated into the United States 
from the territories of the faid republic; and 
that the Convention devife fome lawful mea- 
sures for their relief: — we barely fuggeft^ 
whether m application to the French ambaf- 
fador be? pr be riot^ proper in the cafe 

Thirds That the Convention take intg 
confideration the means of improving the 
condition of the Blacks, who are, or may 

be, made free in the different fta lgs^ aoo 0& 
preventing the inconveniences that may arife 
from the degraded ftate tif the Negroes in 
the United States* 

Fourth^ That it be recommended, to the 

Society of ^New Jerfey, to enter on proper 
meafu'res to procure an amendment of the 
law of that ftate^ prohibiting the m^niimif- 
fion of flaves of a greater age than thirty-^ 

five yearSp 

. William Jobnfon^ Franklin Davenport^ 
and Samuel Goates, were appointed to pre- 
pare an addrefsj as propofed in the firft and 
fpurth. fedions of the above report. 

The 



( . ) 

The fecond feftion was referred to William 
Walton Wool fey 5 William Rawle, Jameg 
Todd, and Edward Scott, to report tliereon. 

The third fe£tion was reterred to Lawrence 
EiBbreCj Cafpar Wiftar, Benjamin Say, Jo- 
feph Warner^ and Samuel Sterett^ to report 
thereon, 

Samuel Coates, James Sloan, and Jofeph 
Townfend, were appointed a committee to 
enquire, and report, concerning the meafures 
taken, in purfuance of the feveral refolutions 
of the former Convention, for tranfmitting 
memorials and addrefles to the Congrefs of 
the United States, and the Legiflatures of 
individual ftates. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at fix: 

o^clocko 

yamiary lotb. 1795- 

The Convention met 

Prefent— Uriah Tracy5 Zephaniah Swiftj, 
^Wiliiam j'ohnfon, Lawrence Eoibfee^ William 
Dunlap, William Walton Woolfey^ James 
Sioan^ William Rawle. Robert Patterfon, 
Benjamin Ruih^ Samuel Coates, James Todd^ 
Benjamin Say, Caleb Boyer, Cyrus Newlin^ 
Jofeph Warner, Jofeph Townfeiad, Jofeph 
•Thornburgh, John Bankfon^ Philip Moore^ 
james iiouiton. 

Theodore 
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^ Theodore Fofter, delegated to reprefeot 
the Providence Society, appeared and took 
Ills feat. 

The committeej to whom was referred the 
fecond feftion of the report of the committee 
of arrangement J reported, that they had taken 
the fubjedl into confideration; that it appear- 
ed to them, to be within the province of the 
feveral Societies to a£fc therein; and that the 
Convention Ihould recommend, to the faid 
Societies, to exert themfelves for the libera- 
tion of the perfons defcribed in the faid report, 
fo far as may be confiftent with the laws of 
their refpedive ftates. 

Ordered, That the faid report be accepted. 

Adjourned till Monday evening next aj 
fix o'cloek* 

Monday evenings yaniiary 12th. 1795. 

The Convention met* 

Prefent— Jonathan Edwards, Zephaniah 

Swifts Theodore Fofter^ William Donlap^ 
William Johnfon, Lawrence Embree, VVii- 
liam Walton Woolfey, James Slc^n, William 
Rawle, Robert Patterfon, Samtiel Coates, 
Cafpar Wiilar^ James Todd^ Benjamin Say^ 
Caleb Boyer, Cyrus Newlin, Jofeph Warner^ 
Jofeph Townfend, Jofeph Thornbnrgh, John 
Bankfon, Philip Moore, Edward Scott.^ James 
Houfton. 

The 
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The Prafideat being ^bfent, Z^phaui^is 
Swift w^s appoiat^d to, prefide for the evete 
ing. 

xfee eommittes^ appomted to. enquire con- 
cerning the meafores takeu^ in purfuaace. of 
the refolntions of the former Coiiventioiij 
for tranfmitting memoriala and addrefles ta 
the CoBgrefs of the If nited States, md the 
Legiflatures of individual ftates^-r— prefented 
the following report, which was read arid 
accepted, vii^ 

The committee, appointed to. enquire if 
the memorials to Gongrefs, and the different 
ftate Legiflatiires, were prefented agreeably 
to the order of the Convention laft year,— 
report, 

That the memorial was prefented to the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the 
United States, in Coijgrefs'alTembled, who 
took the fame into confi deration, and granted 
the prayer thereof by enaflins: a law* of 
which the following is a copy: 

^■/i j1& io prohibit the cm'-rymg o?i the Sla%)e^. 
trade from the United States to any foreigti 

Sedion J. "¥> E enaBed by the Senate and 

Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
the United States of America^ in Congrefs 
affemblcd^^ That no citizen or citizens of the 
United StateSj or foreigner, or any other 

perfon 



•perioa xofBiog irito, or Tefidiiig -wltbla-tke - - ---- 

^fame, ihall^ for himfelf or any other perfoii 
wBtrfoever, either as maiter, faStor or dwiieF, 
build, fit,, equip, load or otherwife prepare 
any fhip or veffil, within any port or p!ac€ 
of the faid United States^ nor fliall catife e(Ky 
'ihip or veflel to fail froiB any port or place 
within the fame^ for the purpofe of oarryii)g 
on any trade or traffic in flaves, to any fo- 
reign country; or for the purpofe of pro- 
cur Jiig, from any foreign kingdom, place or 
^olintry^ the inhabitants of fuch kingdom, 
plaee or country^ tO be trarifported to any 
foreign country, port or plac^ whatever, to 
be fold Or difp<Med of, as flaves: And if iany 
fliip or veflel (hall be fo fitted out, as afGiJe- 
faid, for the faid purpofes, or fhall be eaufed 
to fail, fo as afdrefaid, every fueh fliip ox-^ 
veOel^ her tackleg -furniture^ apparel and 
other appurtenances, ihall be forfeited to the 
United States;'and fhali be liable tobe-feized^ 
profecuted and ' condemned, in -any of the 
circuit courts or diiirid: court for the diftrfxg:, : 
where the faid ihip or veflel -may be found 
and feizedo 

Sedion IL A/?d be it further enaBed^ That 
all and every perfoi-, fo baiiding, fitting out^ - 

■€€|oipping3 loading, Or - otherwife ■ preparing, 
or fending away, any -fliip-or veffelj, know-=. 
• ing^ or intendiag, that the -fame fhall be 
employed in fuch-trade lisr bufmefsj - contraty 
■Jo the true intent and meaning of this ad^ 

or 
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or any ways aiding or abetting therein, ffcall 
feverally forfeit and pay the fun of tv/o 
thoofaod dollars, one moiety thereof^ tothe 
life of the Uuiied States^ and the other 
moiety thereof ^ to the ufe of him or her^ 
who (hall fue for and profecute the fame. 

Sedion IIL ^nd be it further enaBed^ 
That the owner, mafter or fa£tor of each 

^and evfery foreign fhip or v^ffel^ cieating out 
for any of the coafts or kingdoms of Africa^ 
or fufpe£led tb be intended for, the Have- 
trade, and the fufpicion being declared tp 
the officer of the cuftoms, by any citizen, 
on oath or affirmation, and fuch information 
being to the fatisfaftion of the faid officer, 
fliall firft give bond v^ith fufficient fureties, 
to the Treafurer of the United States, that 
none of the natives of Africa, or any other 
foreign country or place, fhall be taken oa 
board the faid fhip or veffel, to be tranfported^ 
or fold as flaves^ in any other foreign port 

' or place Vvhatcv^r, v/ithiu nine months there- 
after. . 

SeS:ion IV^ And be L i-her ena&ed. 
That if any citizen or citizens of the United 
States fliall J con;trary to the true intent nnd 
meaning of this aft, 'take on board, receive 
or tratifport any fuch perfons^ as above de-- 
fcribed, in this a£t^ for the purpofe of felling 
them as flaves, as aforefaid, he or they fliali 
forfeit and pay^ for each and every perfoiij, 
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fo received pit board, tranfported, or fold as 
^forefaid, the fum pf two hundred d^^^^^ 
to be recovered in apy cpwt of the 
States proper to tr^^ the fam^ ; the one 
thereof, to the ufe of the United St^tes^ and 
the other moiety to the ufe of fuch perfqn 
or perfons, who fliall fue for and profecutb 
the fame. 

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHL£NB]|Rf. 

Speaker of the Houje of Reprefentail'vesi 

JOHN ADAMS, P^ke-Prefident of the United Siat^'i 
and Prefident of the Senate^ 

Approvei> — March th^ twenty-fecoud, i794« 

That the memorial, to the General Affem- 
bly of ConneSicut, was prefented, accom- 
panied with a memorial from the Abolition 
Society of that ftate; whereupon, a- bill 

ginated, and puffed," in- the 'Houfe of Re- 
sfentatiyes^ to abolifti flavery in Conne£ii«- 
cat; which bill was negatived by a fmaW 



inat me iBcn.iuri4i», lO tijic A&a^-&*Ax/**<.«» 
New Jerfey and Pennfylvania, were pr^ ^- 

feoted^ but not a£ted upon. 

That the memorial, to fee Delaware M« 
fembiy, was prefented late in the feflioii, but 

no order taken thereon« 

That the memorials, to the Leglflaturts 
.of New York, Maryland, and Virginia, by 
reafoa of accidents^ were nqt prefented. 



That no certaia information is yet obtain- 
jedi^ that the memorials were prefented to. the 
'^Eegiflatures of North Carolina, South Caro- 
jina, or Georgia, although your committee 
have reafon to believe they were prefented, 
as they were forwarded by a careful perfon. 

The committee, appointed to prepare an 
addrefs, as propofed in the firft and fourth 
feciions of the report of the committee of 
arrangement, prefented one, which was read^ 
and ordered to lie on the table, 

•The committee, to whom was referred the 
third feftion of the report of the committee 
of arrangement, made report, which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The following refolutions were then adopt- 
ed^ vi%, 

ilefolved, That addreffes be prepared and 
prefented to the Legiflatures of tliofe ftates^ 
which have not pafled laws for preventing 
the importation of flaves. 

Samuel Coates prefented an effiiy of an 
addrefs on this fubjedt^ to the ftate of Geor-- 
giaj which 5 with the above refolution.j was 
referred to William Duniap, WiliiamRawle 
and Jofeph Townfend. 

Refolved, That a memorial be tranfmitted 
,t6 the Legiflature- of South Carolina, requeil-- 
ing a continuance of the a£t for preventing 
ihe importation of flaves. 

Jonathan Edwards prefented a draught of 
an addjefs on this fiibje£t, which, with the 
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tefolution, was referred to the above com-- 
mittee. who were authorized to embrace 
fuch other objefts. in the membrials, as th^^^ • 
xiiight judge proper. 

Refolved, That Theodore Fofter. Wiliiarli 
Rawle, and Wiliiam Johnfon, be a edm- 
nuittee to conlider, ai^d report, whether ap.y,, 
and what, amendments, appear neceffary ill 
the aft, paffed by the Gongreis of the Umted- 
States^ prohibiting the carrying on the flave- 
trade to any foreign place or country. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the 
feveral Societies, to tranfmit, to the next 
Convention, an account of" the number of 
free Negroes in their refpedive ftates, with 
a general ftatement of their property^; eirx-;' 
ployments, and moral condudc 

The addrefs, to the feveral Abolition So-^ 
cieties^. was re-committed to William Walton 
Wooliey, William Johnfon, Samuel Coates, 
and Robert Patterfon, for the purpofe of 
incorporating therein fuch other matters as 
this Convention have refolved to recommend 
to the faid Societies^ 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at ix^. 
O'clock. ■ V 

yanuary ii^th. 1795- 

The Convention olet» 

Prefent—Uriah Tracy, Zephanlah Swift. 
Theodore Fofter, William Johnfon, Lawrence 
Embreq, Wiiliam Durxlapj William, Waltoa 



.;;.^;t¥&!fe)^,,^;J^^ Stean, William kawle, Md-' 
; tirt Patteribn, Samuel Coates^ C^fpar Wiftar, 
James Todd, Benjamin Say^ Caleb Boyer, 
Cyrus Newlin^ jofeph Warner, Jofeph Town- 
fend, Jofeph Thoniburgh, John Bankfon, 
JpKilip Moore^ Edward Scott, and James 
Honfton^ r 
? The Pfefident being abftnt, Theodore 
Fdfter was appointed to prefide for the 
evening. 

The committee, appointed to prepare me- 
iriorials to the Legiflatiire^s of the ftates of 
Georgia and South Carolina, prefented two 
eiTays, which were read; the one to the 
Legiflature of Georgia, was ordered to lie 
on the table; that to the Legiflature of South 
Carolina, after amendment^ was agreed to as 
lows, viz. 



ST^ the of the State of 

South Carolina. 

I The memorial and petition of the Delegates 

? from the feverai Societies, jformed in dif^ 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro- 
Xiiotiijg the abolition of ilavery, in Con- 
vention affembled, in Philadelphia, on 

the feventh day of January^ 1795. 

Refpetlfully Jhew^ 

HAT, having been deputed^ and hav- 
ing convened, for the purpofe of con- 
ideringg and carrying into e^edj the moft 
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firopei" ineafures for the abblitioii of flaveiy^ 
and being forcibly impreffea with a fehfe of 
the dangers to whick the citizens of the 
United States are expofed, while a num^roiis 
clafs of men exift among them, depriv'dd of 
their natural rights, and forcibly held In 
bondage;— we think it our duty to ^ddrefs 
you, as mcHj fellow citi:^eils, and brethretij 
and earneftly to requeft your attehtion id 
the means of avoiding the evils naturallf' 
refulting from the above mentioned uiihapipy 
circumftances. 

The firft ftep which we take the liberty 
of fuggefting to you, is an entire prohibition 
of all traffic in flaves, betWeeii ybut ft^^ 
and every other nation ot ftate, either hf 
importation or exportation. This is the firft 
and principal objed of our niemorial™aii 
objeQ: which we the more earneftly recom- 
mend to your attention, as we are informed 
that the la"# of your iiatej prohibitiiig^ th^ 
importation of flaves^ will expire f^r^fedaie 
in March next. 

In confidering this 1 any methods 

ol conciliatmg cne aneciiuos oi mirtiiifer- 
tiinate people^ iM preparing them. Fot that 

ftate in fociety upon which dep'ends bur pia» 
litidil happinefs, fuggeft themfelves :~fach 
as, a^;^, amelioratioii of their condition and a 
difFufiOn of l;nowledge among them,. Bttt^ 
as hotmhg can'be efeiStual while the.'iiumte 

- - • ■ ' ■ (, . 



tioHj and while the minds of our citizens 
are debafed, and their hearts hardened, by 
contemplating thefe people only through the 
medium of avarice or prejudice (a neceffary 
qonfequence of the traffic in man) we con- 
fine the prayer of this petition to the total 
prohibition of all traffic in flaves, between 
your ftate and every other nation or ftate, 
either by importation or exportation; which 
v/e refpeftfully foUcit you to grant, having 
full confidence, that, independant of other 
confiderations, you will fee the evident policy 
of the meafure. 

II I ""'°ffr'lf™'Tf**™ff'*'™'"l^f T""* ""r 1-"- ■ III _ 

The committee, appointed to confide?; 
whether any, and what, amendments appear 
neceffary in the a£t, paffed by Congrefs, 
prohibiting the carrying on the flave-trade 
to any foreign place or countryg made report 
as follows, znz. 

The committee, to whom was reierred 
the confideration of the aO: of the Gongrcfs 
of the United States, for prohibiting the 

traffic In ilaveSc, reDort.— 

^Thatj in their opioionj no amendm-ent is 
necelpiry to the law in queftion. Jt appearSj 
to them^ to prohibit ths exportation of flaves 
from Americaj for the purpofes of traffic, 
or from any part of any foreign country^ 
whether a port,, rivers bay, or coaft^ to any 
other foreign country. The generical term 
place" certainly includes as w^ll the fea as 



the land; and it is^ in fubftancc, declared to 
be unlawful fo to traffic in any place or 
manner, except only what the conftitution, 
at prefent, denies the power of reftraining^ 
'3:;i%. - the importation of flaves into , the 
United States. 

Whether further experience may point 
out defeds at prefent not feen, the commit- 
tee cannot predid:. It may not, perhaps^ 
be prudent to aid avarice and inhumanity 
by, the attempt. 

Ordered, That the faid report be aecepted; 
On motion, 

Refolved, That this Conyention addrefe 
the free black people, in the United States, 
exhorting them, by fuitable arguments and 
motives, to fuch corsdufl.and behaviour as 
may be judged mofi: proper to promote their 
own liappinefs, and render them ufeful mem- 
bers of focietY, 

Ordered, That Samuel Coates^ Robert 
Patterfon, and William Dunlap, be a com- 
mittee to prepares and report, an addrefe 
conformable to the faid refojotion. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at" nx 
o'clock, 

yanuary i4ih. I795<. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent~Uriah Tracy, Zephaniah Swift,. 
Theodore Fofter, William Johnfon, Lawrence 
Embreej \%iiliam Waltoa Woolfey^ Jam 



Plc^^iij ' Robert Patterfo^, Benjamifi Ruft^, 
^|imi^^ Coates,, &fp^r "V^ift^^? James Tpl^^ 
BeiiJaminL Say^ Cyms Newlin^ Jofeph Warner; 
Jpf^plx To-wnfead, and James Houftpn*. 

The addrefe, to. the Legiflatyre of the ftate 
of Georgia, was read a fecond time, and, 
l^dpg arBended, '^as adopted follows, vi%. 

0 the of thf 

of Georma^ 



The memorial and petition of the delegates 
: / fxQ^ the fe^jeral Socii£ties, formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro- 
ixioting the abolition of flairery, in Con- 
YeMion affemH^ in Philadelphia, on 
the feventh day of January, . 1795. 




eJpicljXmy JMW,'» 

_ !AT . the GonventioOj affembled ia- 
the month of January, 1794, addref- 
fed your body on the fubjed: of the African 
fla¥^-tra(Je;. aiid'tliie ptiefeM 
• feeing . -beep inform€d:jG>f ' the Jacdefs^'of lha^ 
memorial'^ ha-ve thought it a ^wij incumbent 
jon.^ iliem*. 1^^^^ to fome 

nearly €.o§ n^j^,ei4 w;ith the JjoaorrdT 
and the intereft of your ftate, and 
of the United States^ 

- We have learned; with the higbeft fatis- 
ia^ioD^ that you have prohibited the im- 
portation of flaves i?ito your Jtate, from all 
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Other parts of the world, except Africa. We 
congratulate you, and the friends of huma?» 
nity in general, on fuch a ftep; but the 
tipe, we hope, is not far diftant, whea 
every motive of v/ifdom and true policy 
will lead you to prohibit entirely this fpecies 
of commerce. And we, at this time, requeft 
your ferious attention to a conlideration of 
the evil likely to enfue from the continuance 
of the traffic, and to the numerous advan- 
tages which muft arife from its abolition* 
Among the leaft of thefe, we wDuli men«* 
tion the confiftency it would afford to the 
American charadter, now held up, as an 
example to the European world; and the 
good treatment which might hence be natu- 
rally expeSed, as likely to be afforded ta 
thofe blacks vyho are already in your coun-» 
tryo To thefe fuggeftions, permit us to add 
a v^riftij that you would confider of the pro^* 
priety of paffiug a lavv, to empower the 
owners of flaves to grant their gradual eman- 
cipation, by will or otherwife^ as we are well 
convinced, that the happieft tffe£ts are to be 
expeded from a progreffive abolition- of 
flavery. 
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The committefe^, ' "fAc^oi • wajs' re-com- 
mitted the addrefe' IQ ^the feya-KaJ Abolition 
Societies, for the. |rafpQfe,a£'«i'iicorporating 
therein fuch other matters as -h?^^' ^received 
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the apprpbation^f the Convention fince the 
a{)|>pmtiiiient the firft committee,— pre- 
iented one with the additions, which, being 
read and amendedj was adopted as follow3» 
viz* 

To the : ^ . Society for 

. . promoting the abolition of flavery^ l^c. 

HE Delegates, from the feveral Aboli- 
tion Societies in the United States, 
convened in this city, escprefs to you, with 
great fatisfadlion, the pleafure they have 
expOTericed from the punftual attendance 
of the peifoiis delegated to this Convention, 
and tha;t harmony with which they have 
deliberated on the feveral matters that have 
been f)refent€d to them- at this time, for 
their confideration* The benefits which 
may flow from a continuance of this general 
meeting, by aiding the principi^l defign of 
its inftitution— 'the univerfal emancipation of 
the wretched Africans who are yet in bond"- • 
age, appear to us fo niany and important, 
that wc are induced to recbmm^nd to you, 
to. fend Delegates to a fiaiilar Convention, 
which we propofe to be holden, in this city-- 
on the firft day of January, in the year one 
thoufand,? ftven" ImMre^d ,and mnety»fixo 

TO thought it pf o|3er to requeft your 
attgltfe4,'tc^ thatpait of the addrefs, 
ibf mef Gowvyfitton,' which relates to 
tSe. mocmjzi^^A '^mti&^A.' copies of the' 
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laws of your ftate refpeaing flaveryi ar4 
that ^ you, would fend^ to the ne^t;C5Q0.ven- 
tiGii, e^cad copies of all fach Mwis 
now in force^ and of fuch as have: h^m 
repealed. Convinced that an hiftprlcal xe-? 
view of the various afts and provifions of 
the Legiflatures of the feveral ftates, rdatirig 
to flaveryV from the periods of their refpec*- 
tive fettlements to the pr^Jfeut time, by tr^% 
cing the progrefs of the,lyfteni of Afric^a 
flavery in this country, and its fuccefliye 
changeSiin the different governments of tbi? 
Union, would throw much light on the ob- 
jeSs of our enquiry and attention, and ena- 
ble us to determine, how far the caufe of 
jtiftice and humanity has advanced among 
us, and how ibon we may reafpnably expert: 
to fee it triumphant;- — we reconimend to 
you, to take fuch meafures as you may thin^ 
moft. conducive to that purpofe, for procur- 

Jkii^ AiJciv^.i. ictlo i-v^*- fcixv. T» a-M.-^ ,, - j^^ -^j^-. — —■ rr-^ 

and afEfting its publication I and to comma- 
' nicate, to the enfuing Convention, what 
progrefs you fliall have inade toward pe|r^ 
feding the plan here oiFered for your confix 
deration and careo 

Believing that an acqua'r^tance w]th the 
names of lhe officers of the feveral Abolitioa 
Societies^ would facilitate chat friendly cor- 
refpondence which ought always to be pre* 
ferved between our various j^ffpciations, we 
requeft that you would fead^ tp the next^ 



and to every future^ Gonvention, an accurate 
lift of all the olEeers of your Society, for 
the time being, with the number of mem- 
bers of which it connfis. And it would 
affift tltat Convention in alcertaining the 
exifting ftate of flavery in the United States, 
if you were to forward to them an exaCI: 
account of the perfons who have been libe- 
rated by the agency of your Society^ and of 
thofe who may be coniidered as fignal in- 
ftknces of the relief th^t you have afforded | 
and, alfo, a ftatement of the numbei" of free 
blacks in your ftate, thpir property, employ-? 
ments, and moral conduQJ 

a knowledge of what has been done, 
and of that fuGcefs which has attended the 
efforts ef humanity, will cherifti the hope 
of benevolence, and ftimulate to further 

exertio.i, we truft that you will be of opi- 
nion with us, that it would be highly ufeful 
$:q procure correal: reports of all fuch trials, 
and decifions of courts of judicature, refpe^t- 
ing flavery, a knowledge of which may be 
fubfervient to the caufe of abolition, and to 
tranfmit them to the next^ or to any future^ 

It cannot have efcaped your obfervation, 
how many perfons there are who continue 

the hateful praflice of enflaving their fellow 
men, and who acquiefce in the fophiftry of 
the advocates of that praSice^ merely frdm 
^vant of refleCtionj and from an habitual 

attention 



attention to their own immeaiate interefc 
if to fudi were oftea applied the fbrce^f 
reafon^ and the perfuaiion of eloquence, 
they might be awakened to a fenfe of thdbr ^ 
injuftice, and be ftartled with, horror at the 
enormity of their |:ondud% To produee fo 
defirable a diange in fentimeot, as well as 
praQice, we recommend to you the inftitut- 
ing of annual, or other periodical, difcourfes, 
or orations, to be delivered in public, on the 
fubjefl: of flavery, and the means of its abo- : 
lition. ^ 

We cannot forbear expreffing to you out 1 
earneft defire, that you wiU CQntinue, with- : 
out ceafiilg, to endeavour, by every method 
in your power which can promife apy fuc- 
cefs, to procure, either an abfolute repeal of 

the laws in your ftate, v^hich countenance 
flavery, or foeh an amelioration of them as j 
will gradua-Hy prodoice an entire aboiitios?.* 
Yet, even ihould that great end be liappiiy 
attained, it cannot put a period to the necef- 
fity of further labor. The ediicatioa of the 
emancipated, the nobieft and moft arduous 
talk which we have to perform, will require - 
all our wifdom.and virtue, and the confant 
exercife of the greateil fkill and difcretioa. 
When we have broken his chains, and re« 
fcored the African, to the enjoyment of his ' ' ' 
i iglits, the great work of juftice and benevo* 
len«^e is not accompliflied— The new born 
citizen ^luft receive that inftruQion. and 

thofc 



*Sfe.B9mrf»l mW^m^S^ iporiJMBWrr 
gious ti;utiL, iffiicli wUl rendeF him capable 

and defirQiis pf fulfilimg the various ^ntie^ 
hp ow|i§ tqhirafeif and to Jiis f^ouot^ 
fiucating fome in th^ higher branches 
fcie|i9e, and fill in the ufeful parts of learn- 
mg, and in the precepts of religion and mo- 
tgiUty, we fhall not only dp away the reproach 
calumny fp unjuftiy layifhed upon us, 
bt|| cppfbund the enemies of try^th^ by evinc- 
ing th^t th? unhappy fpns of Africa, in fpite 
of the degrading influence of flavery, are if> 
po ^ife ipferlar to the more fprtupate inha- 
biti^^lts of j^utrpp^ ani^ America, 

As a ipean pf fffeftu^ting, ip fpme de- 

tecori^mend to you to appoint a committee, 
apnpatly, or fpr any other more eonvenient 
period, to execute fvich plans, for the improve- 
ment of the condition and moral charader 
of the free blacks \n your ftate, as you may 
ttiinfe beft acjapted to your particular fituation. 

By a decree of the National Conventic of 
France, all tlie blacks and people of color, 
within the territories of the French republic, 

participation of the rights of citizens of 
France. We h.ive been informed that m.ny 
perfons, of the above defcription, notwith- 
ftanding the decree in their favor, have been 
brought from the Weft-India iflands, by 
emigrants, into the .United- States, and are 
'^" now 
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n^^.fidd "as •flavesV'—We Sfuggeft io'jpii llS 
propri^sty, as Weil as the ntc6iBij^ MiMn^ 
enquiry into the fiibjea^ kM of eSchlti^ 
their liberation, fd far as fh'^y fMhfi i6rl- 
liftent with the laws of youi* ftate* 

Copies of our proceedii^gl will hi ttanf- 
mitted to ydil, and we hope, th^t ydu wiff 
receive fuch fatisfaftidh as will induce ybiit 
early attehtion to the objefts we haVd Here 
recommendedf, . 1 

The committee, appointed to prepare an' 
addrefs to the free black people, reported Oifte, 
which was read, and ordered to be poftponed 
for the confideration of the next Convention. 

Refolved, That Theodore Fofter, Robert 
Patterfon^ Samuel Coates, and Benjamin Say, 
be a committee to fnperintend the publication 
and diftribution of the proceedings of this 
Convention ; and that fo many copies thereof 
as may be thought proper by the Pennfylvania 
Abolition Society, be printed, and diftriiiiited 
among the feverai Abolition Societies in the 
United States. 

That the addreis, to the fcveral Abolition 
Societies, be fiinied by tlic i'refuient, atterted 
by the Secretary, and tranfmitted.by the al)( ve 
mentioned committee, to the faid Societies* 

That the Memorials, to the Legiflatures of 
the ttates of South Carolina and Georgia, be 

iigoed 
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%ne«:l and attefted as above mentionisd^ aad 
tranfmitted to the refpe£live Prefidents or 
Speakers of one branch of the LegiiQature, 
or iaid before the refpe£tive Houfes, in fuch 
manner as the Prefident may think expedient. 

That a copy of the proceedings of this 
Convention be tranfmitted to the Prefident 
of the Abolition Society of London: 

Refolved, That the Abolition Society of 
Pennfylvania be requcfted to thank the Mayor 
of the city of Phiiadeiphia for accommodat- 
ing the Convention with a room. 

The Convention tben adjourned jf//^ die^. 



Publijhed by order of the Convention^ 
WALTER' FRANKLIN, 



Philadelphia^ January ij^th, 17950 



